
Careers in Clinical Academia
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Decline in Clinical Academics

Data from the Medical Schools Council (MSC) Clinical 
Academic Survey show a 4% decline in clinical academic 
numbers over the last decade (positions at professor, senior 
lecturer, and lecturer level). Further analysis of these figures 
reveals that this decline is particularly acute at the mid-
career level (senior lecturer), where there has been a 25% 
decline in numbers across the UK. Despite increases at 
more senior levels (professorship), when clinical academics 
at consultant level are expressed as a proportion of the 
whole consultant workforce, we can see a steady decline 
from 8.55% in 2011 to 5.7% in 2020. The proportion of 
clinical academic GPs in England has remained stubbornly 
low with just between 0.6% and 0.7% of total numbers of 
GPs over the same period.298
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Apart from the structural factors mentioned above, consider this: 

Ability to wait for uncertain rewards. 

Clinical work evolves at fast time scales and is nearly always rewarding.

Clinical work finishes and you can switch off

Research work can be on your mind all the time

Research work evolves over long time scales and has uncertain outcomes.  
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In research work you are constantly under evaluation: you are only as good as
your last grant.

In clinical work you are held to high standards, but your position, team etc are not
(or should not be) at peril. 

In clinical work, you can go to work even if you do not have an inspiration, a new
Idea etc

In research work, you will struggle to be generative, to pursue etc. 
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Failure is the norm in research work: ~ 70% of my grant applications failed. 

Failure is the norm in research work: all of my papers have required revisions, 

Failure is the norm in research work: ~ 70% of my papers were first rejected.

Negative peer evaluation is common: “this is the worst paper I have ever read”
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Research is creative

Research stays around: it is something you generated and will last

Research leads to (constant) innovation

Research allows you to question things (everything)

Research means you meet lots of very smart people



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers



Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers


	Slide 1: Careers in Clinical Academia
	Slide 2: Academy of Medical Sciences Report
	Slide 3: Decline in Clinical Academics
	Slide 4: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 5: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 6: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 7: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 8: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 9: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 10: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 11: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 12: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 13: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 14: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 15: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 16: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 17: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 18: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers
	Slide 19: Child & Adolescent Psychiatry Careers

